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Abstract
In anthropology, then, we go to study with people.
And we hope to learn from them.
Tim Ingold, 2013
In this talk I will take the opportunity to recollect my personal ramblings relating to the part of
the world we know as Northeast India. This is still an unfolding story, one that goes back at
least twenty-five years in time. Anthropology and ethnographic fieldwork is the underlining
frame for my entanglements with the region and one question I ask is what prolonged
fieldwork does to yourself and how you come to see and engage with the world. My contention
is simple: as you bring experiences, connections and imaginings from the field along, it spills
over into how you seek your bearings in life more generally. I will ponder about the significance
of this in relation to my research and writings on indigenous peoples’ struggles. Among the
many people you interact with during fieldwork, some become friends and what friendship
might entail in the anthropological encounter is another issue I will grapple with in the talk.
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